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E? Rdered, by the Commons Afſembledi in PARLI- 
AMENT that fivehundredand ho more, of the - 
Advice of the Aſſembly of | Divines preſented to this. 
Houſe, Concerning part of a Confeſſum of Faith, be forth- 6 

: with Printed, and that the care of the Printing thereof be | 
referred to the Aſſembly of Divines, And.the Printer is.. 

| injoyned (at his Perill) not to Print more then five hun=- : 
| dred of them. | 
' It is further Ordered, that- no man -preſume to - | 
|Reprint, Divulge, or Publiſh the. ſaid Advice, or any 

part of it, till further order be taken herein 'by both 

or Either of the Houſes of Parliament. | - | 
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| Divines, 
Now by Authority of P a « L1amenr 
fitting at Weſtminſter, 

| _ Concerningpartof aConfeſſion of Faith,. 
| » Preſented by them lately to both 


Houſes of Pax 1it1amenrt. 


Acertain number of Copies are Ordered to 
be Printed for the uſe of the Members 
of both Houſes onely, to the end that they- 
may adviſe thereupon.. 


LONDON.,. 
Printed for-the Company of STATIONERS.. 
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|. 'T'O: BE : - --- 
RIGHT HONORABLE 
| LORDS nd COMMONS 
- I Afembled in . 
'The humble Advice of the Aſſembly 
of D 1Vines ,now, by Aath Ol ity 


of PaAkrkLIAMENT, fitting 


Br it WESTMINSTER. 
Concerning part of a Confeſſion of Faith. 


es 's Hap. 1. - 
Of the Holy Scripture. 


W295), Lihough. the: light of Nature, and -the 
= works of-Creatien and Providence do fo 
P} farre manifeſt the Goodnefſe, Wiſdome, 
2 VS 2nd Power of - God, as to leave' menun- 
DWELY cxcutable; yet are they nor ſufficient ro 
give that knowledge of God * of his Will, which 
erin | ls 
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1 
is neceſſary unto ſalvation. Therefore it pleaſed the 
Lord, at ſundry times, and .in-divers manners, to re- 
vale himſelf, and to declare that his Will unto his. 
Church; and afterwards, for the better preſerving 
and propagating of the Truth , and for the more ſure. 
eſtabliſhment and comfort of the Church againſt the- 
corruption of the fleſh and the malice of Satan and 
of the World, to commit the ſame wholely unto- 
Writing z which maketh the Holy Scripture to bee- 
moſt neccſlary;. thoſe former wayes of Gods reveiling- 
his Will unto his people, being now cealed. 


II. Under:the name of Holy Scripture, or the. 


Word of God written, are now contained all the 
Books of. the Old and New Teſtament, which are: 
theſe, | Eien 


Of the Old Teſtament: 


” YEneſis _. - F THI. Samuet 
Exodus. | I, Kings 
Leviticus IH. Kings 
Numbers E: Chronicles: 
Deuteronomie > | LH. Chronicles. 
Joſhuah.. | | Fzra 
Judges Nehemiah. 
Ruth | * Bar. : 
I; Samuel. ; Job 
_ | Pfalmes - 


Proverbs: 


' 
} 
q 
| 
i 


Proveibs | | 
Ecclefiaſtes . 


The Song of. Songs | 


Haiah - 
Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Damel 
Holeah 

Jodl 
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I 


Amos 


 Obadiah | 


Jonah - 
Micah. 


| Nahum 


Habakkuk 


Zephaniah 


| 
| 
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Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malactue 


Of wine New T eſtament. 
The Goſpels according to 


Atthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 


The Ads of the A- 


poltles 
Pauls Epiſtles to the 
Romans _ 
Corinthians 
Corinthaans 


[ 


| | 


Galatians 
Epheſians 
Philippians 
Coloflians 
Theſſalonians 
Theſlalonians 
To Timothy 


_ To Timothy 


To Titus 
To Philemon 
A 2 


> : 
IN. 


ou 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews | third' Epiſtles of” 
The Epiſtle of James. [ John. | | 
The firſt and ſecond. | The Epiſtle of -Jades 
Epiſtles of Peter. _ j| The Revelation. of ; 
The firſt, ſecond and [ John. 5 : : 
| 


All which are given by-inſpiration of God to be the- | 
Rule of Faith and life.. | 


TII. The Books commonly called' Apocrypha, not: 
being of Divine inſpiration, are no- part of the Ca-- | 
non of the Scripture ; and therefore are of no autho-- | 
rity in the Church of God, nor to be any other- 
wiſe approved, or made uſe of, than other humane- 
Writings. 


IV. The: Authority of the Holy Scripture; - for 
which it ought to be beleived and obeyed, dependeth: 
not upon the Teſtimony- of any man, or. Church, but, 
waolely upon God (whois Truth it ſelf) the: Author 
thereof: and therefore it isto be received, Becauſceit isthe 


Word of God. 


V. We mzy be movedand inducedby the Teſtimony 
of the Church to-an high and reverend eſteem:of the 
holy Scripture..And the heavenlinefle of. che Matter, the 
efficacy of the Dod@rine, themajetty of the Stile,the con- 
ſent ofall the Parts, the Scope of the whole (whichis, to 
giveall glory to God),) the full diſcovery it makes of the 
only way of- mans ſalvation, the many other_incom-- 
parable Excellencies,_ and entire perfe&tion thereof, 

are. 


[C328 
are” Arguments whereby 'ic doth abundantlyeyidence 
it ſelf to be the Wordof God - yet notwithſtanding, 
our full perſuaſion and:aflurance of the' infallible truth, 
and Divine authority thereof; is from the inward 
work of the Holy Spirit bearing witnefſe by and with 
the Word, in our hearts, -- | 


V1, The whole Counſel. of God concerning alt 
things neceſſary for his own Glory , mans ſalvation, 
Faith,and Life, is either expreſlely ſet down in Scripture, 
or by good and-neceſlary conſequence may be deduced 
from Scripture : unto which; nothing atany time is to 
beadded , whether by-new revelations of the Spirit, or 
Traditions of men.. Neverthelefſe, we acknowledge the - 
inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be neceſſary 
for the ſaving underſtanding of ſuch things asare reveiled 
inthe Word: and thatthere are ſome circumſtances con- 
ccrning the Worſhip of God ,. and Government of the 
Church, common to-humane aRions.and Societies, which 
are to be ordered by the Eightof Nature and Chriſtian 
Prudence, according tothe Generall Rulcs ofthe Word, 
which arc alwayes to be obſerved. 


VII. Allthings in Scripture are not alike plaine in 
themſelves, nor alike clearc unto all : yet thoſe things 
which are neceſlary to be known, beleeved,and obſerved 
for ſalvation, areſo clearly propounded and opened in 
ſome place of Scripture or other, that not only-the Lear- 
ned but the unlearned,in a due uſe of the ordinary. means, . 
may attaine unto a ſufficient underſtanding of them: 


V.I LI. "The Old Teſtament in Hebrew (which was 
the Native Language of the people of Godof old, ): 


Wo 
-and the New Teſtament in Greek , (which at the time 
.of the writing of .it -was moſt generally | xp t9 
the Nations) being immediatly inſpired by God, and 
by his fingular care and providence kept purein all Ages, 
aretherefore Authenticall ; ſo as, in all Controverſies 
.of Religion, the Church is finally to Appeale unrs 
them. Burt, becauſe theſe Originall Tongues are nor 
known to all the people of God , who have right un- 
to, and-intereſt in the Scriptures , and are commanded, 
in the feare of God, roread and ſearch them, therefore 
they are to be tranflated into the vulgar Language of 
ever Nation unto which they come, that the Word 
of God dwelling plentifully in all , they may wor- 
ſhip him in an acceptable manner; and, through 
—_y and comfort of the Scriptures, may have 

oPe. DL 


I X. The infallible Rule of Interpretationof Scri- 
;pture is the Scripture it ſelf : and rherefore , when 
there is a Queſtion abour rhe true and full' ſenſe of 
any Scripture (which is not manifold, bur one) it 
muſt be ſearch?:d and known by other places thar 
Tpeak more -clearly. 


X. The Supreme Judgeby which all Controverfiesof 
Religion are to be determined, and all Decrees of Coun- 
.cels, Opinions of Ancient Writers, Dofrines of men, 
and private ſpirits, areto be examined; and, in whoſe 
Sentence we are to reſt, can be no other but the Holy 
'Spiricſpeaking in the Scripture. | 


CHAP. 


| 
: 
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af Grd, and of tht holy. Trinity. © + 


FT Here is but one only, living, and true God,whois- 
_ Þ infinitein Bing and Perfection, a moſt pure Spi-. 
rit, inviſible, without body, parts, or paſſions, immuta- 
ble, immenſe, ecternall, incomprehenſible, Almighty. 
moſt wiſe, moſt holy, moſt free, moſt abſolute, work- 
ingall things according to the Counſel of his own im- 
mutable and moſt righteous Will ,. for his own glory ; 
molt loving, gracious, mercifull, long-ſuffering, abun- 
dant in goodneſſe and truth,forgiving 'inicnity, tranſgreſ- 
ſton, and fin; the rewarder of them that diligently ſeck 
him ; and, withall, moſt juſt and terrible in his judge- 
2 RA {in, and who will by nomeans clear-the- 
guilty, - | | 


TE. Godhathalllife, glory, goodneſſe,...blefledneſſt- 
1n; and of himſelf, andisalone in, and.unto himſelf alls 
ſafficient, not ſtanding in need of any creatures which he 
bath made, nor deriving any Glory fromthem; but on-- 
Iy manifeſting his own Glory, in,. by, unto, .and upon 
them : He is the alone Fountain of all Being, of whom, 
through whom, and to whom areall things;..and, hath: 
moſt Soveraigne- Dominion” overthem, todoby them, 
for them, or upon them what ever himſelf pleaſeth. In 
bis fight all things areopen and manifeſt; his knowledg is - 
infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature, ſo-- 
as nothing is to him contingent, or uncertain, He is moſt | 
holy inallhis connfels, in all his works, and in all his. 
commands. . To him is. due from-Angels and:men., and- 
1-5 every / 
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every other creature, whatſoever worſhip, ſervice, 
or obedience hee is plealed to. require of them. 


ITI. IntheUnity of the God-head there be Three 
Perſons, of one ſubſtance, power , andeternity; God 
the Father , God the Sonne, and God the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Father isof none, neither begotten, nor proceed- 
ing: The Sonne isecternally begotten of the Father : 
the Holy Ghoſt eternally proceeding from the Father 
and the Son. | ; 


— 


CHAP. ITT. 
Of Gods Eternall Decree. 


FOOd from all eternity did, by the moſt wiſe and 
A TJholy Counſel of his own Will, freely, and un- 
changably ordaine whatſoever comes to paſſe: yer ſo, 
as thereby neither is God the Author of ſin, nor is vio- 
lence offered to the will of the Creatures, nor is the 
Liberty or contingencie of ſecond Cauſes taken away, 
but rather eſtabliſhed. . | | 


IT. Although God knows whatſoever may, or can 
come to paſſe upon all ſuppoſed conditions, yet harh 
he not decreed: any thing becauſe he forefaw it as fu- 
ture , orasthat which would come to paſſe upon ſach 
condirions. He wr 7; 


ITI. By the Decree of God, for the manifeſta- 
ion of his glory, ſome men and Angels are ”=m 
PDP | inate 


49), 
Ttinated unto everlaſting life; and: ones foreordai- 
nedto everlaſting death. fit 


IV. Theſe Angels and Men thus predeſtinated: 
and fore-ordained , are particularly, and- unchange-, 
ably deſigned, and their number fo certaine, and-: 
definite , that it cannot bee either increaſed, or di-- 
-miniſhed. ; 


V. Thoſe of man-kind that-are i un 
to Life., God, before the foundation: of the world. 
"W385 laid, according to his-eternall - and immutable 
purpoſe, -3nd the ſecret -Counſel and good pleaſure 
of -his Will, hath -choſen, -in :Chriſt, -unto ever- 
laſting glory, - -out of his meere free grace and love, -. 
without any fore-ſight of Faith, or -Good-works, or 
perſeverance in either of them, Or . any other ching 
1n the creature, as condirions, or cauſes moving 
him rhereunto.: andall, to the praiſe of his glorious 
'graCe. 


VI. As God hath appointed theEle@t unto glory; ſo 
bath he, by the eternall and moſt free purpoſe of 
_ tis Will, fore-ordainedall the meanes thereunto. 
Wherefore they who are elected , being fallen in 
Adam, are redeemed by Chriſt, are effequally cal- * 
led unto faith in Chriſt, by his Spirit working -in 
due' ſeaſon, are. juſtified, adopted, fanaified , and 
kept by his power chrough faith: unto {alvation« 
Neither are any other .redeemed by Chriſt , effeftn- 
ally calle), juſtified, adopted, ſanftified and ved: but 


the Elect only. 
236-30 Mi VII. The 


(r0) 
- VIE. The reſt of man-kind God waspleaſtd; gc- 
cording to the unſearchable counſell of his own Will,; 
whereby he extendeth, or with-holdeth mercy, as he 
pleaſeth, for the glory of his Soveraigne Power 
_ over his creatures, to- paſſe by; and, to ordaine 
chem to. diſhonour and wrath , for their fin, to the 
praiſe of his. glorious juſtice. 


VIIT. The Doctrine of this high Myſtery of 
Predeſtination is to be handled with ſpeciall -pru- 
dence and care, that men attending the Will of God: 
reveiled in his Word, and yeilding obediencethere- 
unto, may, from the certainty of their effecuall Vo-. 
cation , be afſared of their eternall EleQion. So ſhall 
this Do&rine afford matter of praiſe, reverence, and 
admiration of God, and of humility, diligence, and 
abundant conſolation to, all that ſincerely obey the 
Goſpel. | 


——— 


CRBnArPp: IV. 
of Creation. 


T pleaſed God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
{ for the manifeſtation of- the glory of his eternal! 
power, wiſdome, and goodneffe, in the beginning,. 
to create ,.. or- make of nothing, the World, and all 
things therein, whether viſible or invifible, inthe ſpace 
of ſix dayes, and all very good. - IE 


1. After God had made all other. creatures, hee- 
. created 


created mani, rhale and female, with. reaſonable ang 
 immortall foules, indued with knowledge, rightcoul. 
neſſe and true holinefſe, after his own image ; -having 
the Law of God written in their hearts, and power ro 
fulfill ic : And yet, under apoſlibility of cranſgrefſing, 
being lefr. to the liberty of their own will, -which-was 
ſabje& unto change. Beſide this Law written in their 
hearts, they received a command, nor to eat of the 
tree of the Knowledge of good and evill , which, 
whules they kept, they were kappy in their Commu- 
njon with God, and had Dominion oyer the Crea« 
tures. | 


oe 
ty. es... -  —— 


Cnap. V. 
Of Prowidence. - 


C2 the = Creator of all things doth uphold, 
dire&, diſpoſe, and governe all:creatures, ations, 
and things, from the greateſt even co the leaft, by 
his moſt wiſe and holy Providence, according to his 
infallible fore-knowledge , and the free, aad 'immu- 
table counſell of his own Will, ro the praife-of the- 
glory of his wiſdome, power, juſtice, goodnefle, and 
mercy. | | 


FI. Although, in relation to the fore-knaowledge 
and decree of God, the firſt Cauſe, all thiags come 
to paſſe immurably, and infallibly; yer, by the ſame 
Providence, hee ordereth them to fall out, acccor- 
ding to the nature of ſecond -———_ either _— 
| 2 *Yy 
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#., freely, or contingently. - God, in | his ordinary 
Beyond] makerh uſe 'of means, yet is free ro work. 
ogra above, and- againſt- them at his plea-. 
ure. ie | 


III. The almighty power, unſcarchable wiſdome, 
ard infinite goodnefle of God fo farre manifeſt them- 
ſelves in his Providence, that it extendeth ir ſelfe 
even to the firſt Fall, and all other finnes of Angels 
and Men ; and thart' nor by a bare perfniffion, bur 
fach as hath Joyned with it a moſt wiſe and power- 
full bounding, and otherwiſe ordering, and govern- 
ing of them, in a manifold diſpenſation, to his owne 
holy ends : yet ſo, as the finfulnefſe thereof pro- 
ceedeth onely from the creature, and not from God, 
who being moſt holy and righteous, neither is, nor : 
can be the Author .or Approyer of ſin. 


- IV. The moſt wiſe, righteous, and gracious God 
doth oftentimes leave for a ſeafon. his owne children 
to manifold temptations , and the corruption of their 
own hearts, to chaſtiſe them for their former finnes, 
or to diſcover unto them the hidden ſtrength of cor- 
ruption, and deceirfulnefſe of- their: hearts, chat they 
may be humbled; and, . to: raiſe them to a more cloſe 
and conſtant dependance for their ſupport upon. him-. 
ſelfe, and to make them more watchfull againſt all 
fature occaſions of ſin, and for ſundry other-juſt' and 
holy ends. | | 


* V. As for thoſe, wicked and ungodly men, whom 
God, as a righteous Judge, for former finncs doth 
X blind : 


(r3). 
blind and: harden, from them hee: not onely wich-- 
holderh his grace, whereby they might have been en- 
| lghtened in-cheir underſtandings,, and wrought upon 
in their hearts ; bur ſometimes alſo withdraweth: the 
gifrs which they had, and expoſeth-them to ſach ob- 
jets as their: corruption makes: occafions of finne, 
and wirhall, gives them oyer to their own luſts, the 
temptations of the world, and the power of Satan, 
whereby it comes to paſſe that they harden them- 
ſelves, even under thoſe means which God uſeth for 
the ſoftning, of others... 


VI. As the Providence of God doth, in generall, 
reach to all Creatures ; ſo, afcer a moſt ſpeciall man=-- 
ner, it taketh care of his Church, and diſpoſeth. all 
things to the good thereof. —_ 


———— 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the Fall of Man, of Sinne, antl of the- 
P uniſhment thereof. 54M 


Ur firſt . Parents being ſeduced by the ſubtilty 
and temptation of Saran, ſinned,” itr eating the 
forbidden fruit... This: their finne, God was pleaſed, 
according to his wiſe and holy counſell to permit, ha-. 
ving purpoſed to order it to his-own. glory. 


I I. . By this. finne they fell from their originall righ- - 
teoufnefſe and communion with God, and fo became 
dead in fin, and wholly defiled in all the parts and fa- - 
culties of ſoule and body. 


ITI. They- 


(14) 
TI. They being the roor of all mankind, the guilt 
-of this fin was impured, and the ſame dearh in finne, 
and corrupted nature, convayed to all their poſteriry 
deſcending from them by ordinary generation. 
_ © TV: From this originall corruption, whereby we 
areutterly indiſpoſed, dif-abled, and made oppoſite ro 
'all good, and wholly inclined to all evill, doe proceed 
all aRtuall cranſgreſſions. 

V. This corruption of nature, daring this life, doth 
Tremaine in thoſe that are regenerated; and, although 
it be, through Chriſt, pardoned, and mortified, yer both 
it ſelfe ahd all the motions thereof are truly and pro- 
_ perly ſin. | 

VI, Every fin, both Originall and Aquall, being 
a tranſ{orefſion of the righteons Law of God, and con- 
trary thereunto, doth, in its own nature, bring guilt 
-upon the ſinner ; whereby hee 1s bound over to the 
wrath of God. and curſe of the Law, and ſo made ſub- 
35e& ro death, with all mifcries ſpirituall, temporall, 
and eternal. . LS Te ys 


” | Onan, VIL 
Of Gods Covenant with Man. 


He diſtance berween God and the Creature is ſs 
- great, that although reaſonable Creatures do 
owe obedience unto-him as their Creator, yet they 
could never haye any fruition of him as. their Bleſ- 
ſednefſe and Reward, but by ſome voluntary .con- 
diſcenſion on Gods part , which he. hath bcen plea- 
ſed to expreſſe by way of Covenant. _ -- 7] 
II. The firſt Covenant made with man was a Cove- 
nant 


015) 
nantof works, wherein life was promiſed ro Adam; and 
in himtohis Poſterity , upon condition of perfe& and. 
perſonall obedience. * 

ITI, Man, by his Fall having made himfelf unca- 
pableof Life by that Covenant , the Lord was plea-. 
ſed to make a Second, commonly called the Cove- 
nant of Grace, Wherein he freely offereth unto ſin- 
ners life and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt , requiring 
of them Faith in Him that they may be ſaved, and 
promiſing to give unto all rhoſe that are ordained un- 
to Life, his holy Spirit, to make them willing , and able 
to beleive. | | 

I'V. This Covenant of Grace is frequently fee 
forth in Scripture by the name of a Teſtament, in 
reference to thedeath of Jeſus Chriſt the Teſtator, and to- 
the everlaſting: inheritance, with all things belonging 
to it, therein. bequeathed. | 

Y. This Covenant was differently adminiſtred in the 
time ofthe Law, and in the time of the Goſpel: Under 
the Law, it was adminifired by Promiſes, Prophecies, 
Sacrifices, Circumcifion, the Paſchal Lamb, and other 
Types and Ordinances delivered to the people of the 
Jewes, all fore-fignifying Chriſt rocome: which were, 
for that time, ſufficient and efhcacious, through the ope- 
ration of the Spirit, to inſtru& and build upthe Elect in 
Faith in the Promiſed Mefliah, by whom they had full 
remiſſion of finnes, and.ctern1l] Salvation, andis called, 
the Old Teſtament. | 

V I. Under the Goſpel, when Chriſt, the ſubſtance, . 
was exhibited, the Ordinances in which: this Covenant 
is diſpenſed, are, the Preaching of the Word, and the. 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments of Bapriſme, and the 
Lords Supper : Which, though fewer in number, and. 

PE, DE, | | adminiſtred : 
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adminiſtred with more ſimplicity, and lefſe outward 
glory, yet, in them, .it-is held forth in more fulneſſe, 
evidence, and ſpirituall efficacy, to all Nations, both 
Jeawes and Gentiles; and, is called the New Teſta- 
ment; There are not therefore, Two Covenants of 
Grace, differing in ſubſtance, but one and the ſame, 
nnder various diſpenſations. Fn 


__— 


-CHAr, VIII. 
Of Chriſt the Mediator. 


T pleaſed God, in His eternall purpoſe, to chooſe 

and ordaine-the Lord Jeſus, His only begotten Son, 
to be the Mediator-between God and Man, the Prophet, 
Preiſt, and King, the Hzad, and Saviour ef His Church, 
the Heire of all chings, and Judge of the World ; Unte 
whom He did from all eternity give a' People, to be 
His Seed, and to be by him in time Redeemed, Called, 
Juſtified, San&ified, and Glorificd. A 


I. The Son of God, the fecond Perſon in the 


Trinity, bcing very and eternal: God, of one Subſtance, 
and equall with the Farher, did, when the fulnefſe of 
time was come, take upon Him mans nature, with all 
cheEſſentiall properties, and common infirmities there- 


of, yet, without finne; Being conceived by the Power. 


of the Holy Ghoſt, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, 
of her ſubſtance. So that two whole, perfeft, and dj- 
ſtint Natures, the Godhead and the Manhood, were 
inſeparably joyned together in one Perſon, withour 
Converſion, Compoſition, or Confuſion. Which 
Perſon is very God, and very Man, yet one- Chriſt, the 
.only Mediator between God and Man. . PLE 
: .” | The 
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3. The Lord Jeſus, in his humane nature thusunited 
tothe divine, was ſanQified and anointed with the ho- 
1y Spirit, above meafure, having in him all the crea- 
ſures of wiſdome and knowledge, in whom, it pleaſe: 
the Father thatall fullneſſe ſhould dwell; rothe end,that 
being holy, harmlefle, undefiled, and full of grace and 
truth, he might be throughly furniſhed co execute the 
Office of a Mediatour, and Surety. Which Office, he 
rook not unto himſelf, but was thereunto called by 
| his Father, ' who put all power and judgement into 
his hand, and gave him commandment to execute the 
4+ This Office, the Lord Jeſus did moſt willingly 
undertake z which, that he might diſcharge, he was 
made under the Law, and did pertea!y fullfill ir, en- 
dured moft grievous torments immediatly in his Soul, 
and moſt painfull ſufferings in his Body, was crucified, 
and died, was buried, and remained under the power of 
dearly;yer ſaw no corruption. Onthe third day he aroſe 
from the dead, with the ſame body in which he ſuffer- 
ed, withowhich-alſo he aſcended into Heaven, and 
there fitterh art the right hand of his Father, making in 
terceſſion, and ſhall returnto Judge men, and Angels.at 
the end ofthe World. 7 | 
5. The Lord Jeſus, by his perfe& obedience, and 
facrifice of himſelt, which he, through the eternall ſpi- 
rit, once offered up unto God, hath fully ſatisfied the 
Juftice of his Father, and purchaſed not only reconci- 
liation, but an everlaſting inheritance in the Kingdom 
of Heaven,for all thoſe whom the Father hath given un- 
ro him... 3s, | 
6. Although the work of Redemption was not a@tu- 
ally woughtby Chriſttill after = Incarnation, yet the 
.* veitue 
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vertue.efficacy,and benefits thereof were communicated 
unto the _ » all _— —— from the begin- 
ing of the world, in, 7 thale promiſes, types, and 
Gcxiddow wherein he rev revealed and aniked £0 
be the ſced of the woman which ſhould brutſe the 
ſerpents head ; and theLambe ſlain from the beginning 
of the world, being yeſterday, and to day the ſame, and 
for ever. 

7. Chriſt, inthe work of Mediation, ads according 
to both Natures, by each Nature doing that which is 


proper to it ſelf: yer, by reaſon of the-unity of the Per- 


ſon, that which is preper to one Nature, is ſometimes in 


Scripture attributed to the Perſon denominated by the 


other Nature. | 
8. Toall thoſe for whom Chriſt hath purchaſed re- 
demption, he doth certainly, and effetually apply and 
communicate the ſame, runes. mterceſlion for them, 
and revealing untothem, in, and by the Word, the my- 
ſeries of ſalvation, efteQually perſwading them by his 
Spirit, to beleeve,and obey, and governing their hearts 
by his Ward and Spirit, overcoming alktheirenemies 
by his Almighty Power and Wiſdome,in ſuch manner, 
and wayes, 2s are moſt conſonant to his wonderfull and 
unſearchable diſpenſation. | 
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CHAP.IX. 
Of FreeWill. 
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OD hath endued the Will of man with thatna- 
turall liberty, that it is neither forced, nor by any- 
abſolute neceſlicy of nature determined to good or evil. 


Man, 
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Man, in his ftate of Innocency, had freedom, and pow- 
er, to will,and to doe that which was good.and well- 
og to God ; bur yer, mutably,ſo that he might fall 
rom it. | 
. 2. Man by his fall into a ſtate of fin, hath wholly 
loft all ability of Will eo any ſpirituall good accom- 
panying ſalvation : ſo as, a naturall man, being al- 
rogether averſe from that good, and dead in fin, 15 not 
able,by his own ſtrength, to convert himſelf, or to pre- 
pare himſelf thereunto. 
. . 3 When God converts a finner, and tranſlates him 
Ho. the ſtate of grace, he freeth him from his naturalf 
bondage under fin; and, by his grace alone, enables 
him freely to will, and do that which is fpiricually 
good ; yet ſo, as that by reaſon of his remaining cor- 
ruption, he doth nor, perfetly, nor only, will that 
which is good, but doth alſo will chat which is evil. 
The will of man is made, perfectly, and immurably 
treeto goodalone, inthe ſtate of Glory only. | 
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CHAP. X. 
Of EffeGbuall Calling. 


1. A Ll thoſe whom God hath predeſtinated unto 

L Xlife, and thoſe only, he is pleaſed in his appoint- 
ed and accepted time, effeually to call, by his Word 
and Spirit, our of that ſtareof fin and death, in which 
they_are by nature; to grace and falvation by Jeſus 


. Chriſt ; inlightning theur mindes, ſpiritually, and ſa- 


vingly to underſtand the things of Go , taking away 
their heart of ſtone, and givIng! untothem an _ of 
S fle - 
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fleſh; renewing their wills, and by his almighty power 
determining them to that which is good, and effectually 
drawing themto Jeſus Chriſt : yet 10,as they come moſt 
freely,being made willing by his grace. 


2. This cftectuall Call is of Gods free, and ſpectall 


grace alone, not from any thing at all foreſeen in man, 
who.isaltogether paſſive therein, untill being quickned 
and renewed by the holy Spirit, he is thereby inabled 
to anſwer this Call,and te imbrace the grace offered,and 
conveyed in it. 


3. Ele infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, 


and ſaved by Chriſt, through the Spirie, who work- 
eth when, and where,and how he pleafeth :- Soalſo, are 
all other ele& perſons who are uncapable of being out- 
wardly called by the Miniſtry otthe Word. 

4- Others, not eleed, although they may be cal- 
led by the Miniſtry of the Word, and may have ſome 
common operations of the Spirit, yet they never truly 
come unto Chriſt,and therefore cannot be {aved : much 
lefle can men, nor profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, be 
faved 1 any other way whatſoever, be they never ſo 
diligent to frame their lives. according to the light of 
Nature,and the Law of that Religion they doe profeſle. 
And,to aſſert and\maintain,that they may, is very perni- 
cious.and to be deteſted. 


—— 
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CHAP. XI. 
Of Juſtification. 
1 Hoſe whom God effettually callerh, healſo freely: 


juſtifeth: not, by infuſing righteouſneſle into, 
them, 
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them, but by pardoning their fins, and by accounting: 
and accepting their perſons as righteous; not, for any. 
thing wrought in them, or done by them, but for 
Chriſts ſake alone: Nor, by impurting faith it ſelf, the 
act of beleeving, or any other —_— obedience, 
ro them,' as their righteouſnefle,/ but, Hy imputing the 
obedience and ſatisfaction of Chrift untothem, they re<. 
ceiving, and reſting on him and his righreoulnellh by: 
faith, which faith, they have, net of themſelves, it is the 
ouiftof God. fs — : 
2. Faith; thus receiving and reſtingon Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſle, is the alone inſtrument of Juſtification , 
yet is it notalone intheperſon juſtified, bur is ever ac- 
companied with all other faving graces, and is no dead 

faith,but worketh by Love. . IS + 
3. Chrift by hisobedi2nce, and death, did fully dif 
charge the debr of all thofe that aretbus juſtified, and 
did make # proper, reall, and fnll ſatisfaQtion to his Fa-/ 
thers'Fuſtice in their behalf; "Yer, in as much as he was' 
given bythe Father, for them;and,his obedience and ſa-" 
tisfaction accepted in their ſtead; and, both, freely, 
not for,any thing in them; their Juſtificarion is on- 
ly of freegrace; that, both the exa juſtice, and rich” 
| ———_ God, might be glorified in the juſtification of 
nners. 6 \ 4 robes 
, God'did,from alleternity, decreeto juſtifte all the: 
ele. and Chriſt did, in the fullnefſe of time, die for 
their ſins,and riſe again for their juſtification : neverthe- 
I«fſe, they are not juſtified, until! the holy Spirit doth, in- 

due time,actually apply Chriſt untothem. 

5, God doth continue to forgive the ſins of thoſe 
that are juſtified ; and,alrhough they can never fall from 


the ſtate of Juſtification, yer, they may by their fins, 
C3 falli 
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fall under Gods fatherly difpleaſure, and not have the 
light of his countenance reſtored unto them, untill they 
humble themſelves, 'confeſle their ſins, beg pardon,and 
renew their faith and repentance. 

6. The Juſtification of Beleevers under the old Te- 
ftaracnt, was, in all theſe reſpeRs, one and the ſame 
with the juſtification of Beleevers under the new Te- 
ſtament. 


CHAP. XIL. 
Of Adoption, 


x. A Ll thoſe that are juſtified, God vouehſafeth.in, 

and for his only Son Jeſus Chriſt, ro. make par- 
takers of the grace of Adoption, by which they are 
taken into the number, and enjoy the libertics and 
priviledges of the children of God, have his Name 
put upon them, receive the ſpirit- of Adoption, have 
acceſle ro the Throne of Grace with boldneſle, are en- 
abledto cry, Abba, Father, are pitied, proteGed, pro- 
vided for, and chaſtened by him, as by a Father ; yet, 
never caſt off, bur ſealed ro the day of redemption, 


and inherit the promiſes, as heyres of everlaſting fal- 


vation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII1. 
Of Sandificatity, 


'12 * Hey who are once effe&ually called, and Regene- 
rated, having a new heart, and a new ſpirit created 
in them, are further {anGified, really, and perſonally, 
through the vertue of Chrifts death and reſurreRion, 
by his Word, and Spirit dwelling in them: the Domi- 
nton of the whole body of fin is deſtroyed, and the ſe- 
yerall lufts thereof are more and more weakned and 
mortified ; and they, more and -more quickned and 
ſtrengthened in all ſaving graces, to the practiſe of 
_ holineflſe, without which no man ſhall ſee the 
ord. es” | 
2. This Sandtification is throughout, in the whok 
man; yet imperfect in this life, there abiding ſtill ſome 
remnants of corruption in every patt : whence ariſeth a 
continuall, and irreconcileable warre,the fleſh luſting a- 
eainſt the ſpirit,and rhe ſpirit againſt the fleſh,” | 
| 3- In which warre, although the remaining cor- 
ruption, for atime, may much prevail; yer, chrough 
the continuall ſupply of ſtrength from the ſanQify- 
ing Spirir of -Chriſt, the regenerare part doth overcome; 
and {o, the Saints grow in grace,  perfeQing holineſle in- 
the fear of God, Ss 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Of Saving Faith, 


x Bi oraceof Faith, whereby the ele areenabled ro 
A beleeve to the ſaving of their ſoules, is the work of 
the Spirit of Chriſt in their hearts, and is ordinarily 
wrought by the Miniſtry ofthe Word; by which alſo, 
and by the adminiſtration ofthe Sacraments, and prayer, 
itis increaſed and ſtrengthened. i Hg 
2. By this Faith, a Chriſtian. beleeveth to be rrne, 
whatſoever is revealed in the Word, forthe authority 
of God himſelf ſpeaking therein ; and, ateth differently 
upon that which each particular paſſage thereof con- 
taineth; yeelding obedience to the Commands, trem- 
bling at thethreatnings, and imbracing the Promiſes of 
God for this life, and that which istocome. Bur the 
principall Acts of ſaving ng are, Accepting, Recei- 
ving, and Reſting upon Chriſt alone for Juſtificarion, 
SanQikfication, and Eternall life, by vertue of theTove- 
yantof Grace. Rags BOUND”! | 
| 3, This Faiths different in degrees, weak, or ſtrong, 
Ef > may be often and many wayes aſfailed,and weakned,bur 
gets the victory ; growing up in many to the attainment 
ofa full aflurance through Chriſt, who is both the Au- 
chour and finiſher of our faith. 


—— 
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CHAP. X Y. 
Of Repentance untolife.,, 


-R Epentance unto life, is an evangelicall grace, the 
Doarine whercof 1s to be preached by every Mi- 


niſter 
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niſter of the Goſpel; as well as that of faith in Chriſt, 

2. By it, a ſinner, out of the fight and ſenſe not only 
ofthe danger, bur alſo of the filthinefſe and odiouſhefle 
of his fins, as contrary tothe holy nature and righteous - 
Law of God, and, upon the apprehenſtonof his mercy 
in Chniſtroſuch as are penitenr, ſo grieves for,and hates 
his fins, as ro turn from them all unto God, purpoſing 
and endeavouring to walk with him in all the wayes of 
his Commandements. 6 

3. Although Repentance be_not to be reſted in, as 
any ſatisfaction for f1n,orany cauſe of the pardon there- 
of,which is the a& of Gods free grace in Chriſt ; yer is 
it of ſuch neceſſity to all finners, that none may expe&t 


pardon without it. — 
. As thereis no ſinſo ſmall, bur it deſerves damna- . 


tion ; fo there 15 no fin ſo great, that it can bring damna- 
tion upon thoſe who truly repent. ' 

5. Men ought not to content themſelves with a gene- 
rall repentance,but itis every mans duty to endeavour to 
repent of his particular fins,particularly. | 

' 6. As every man is bound to make private confeſſion 
of his finsto God,praying for the pardon thereof ; upon 
which, and the forſaking of them, he ſhall finde mercy : 
ſo, he that ſcandalizeth his Brother, or the Church of 
Chrift;ought to be willing by a private or publique con- 
feſſion, and ſorrow for his fin, to declare his repentance 
to thoſe that are offended, whoare thereupon to be re- 
conciled to him,and inloveto receive him, : 
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CHAP. XVL.: 
Of Good Works, 


r. "Bay Works are only ſuch as God hath comman- 
_Fded in his holy Word,and nct fuchas,withoutthe 

warrant thereof, are deviſed by men, our of blinde zeal, 
or upon any pretence of good intention. 4 

2. Theſe Good works, done in obedience to Gods 
Commandments, are the fruits and evidences of atrue _ 
and lively faith : and, by them, Beleevers manifeſt their 
thankfullneſfe, ſtrenothen their aſfurance, edifie their 
Brethren, adorn the profeſſion of the Goſpel, ſtop the 
mouthes of the adverſaries, 'and glorifie God, whole 
workmanſhip they are, created in Chtift Jefus thereun-- 
to; that, having their fruit unto holineſle,they may have 
the end.cternall life. 

3. Their ability to doe Good works, is not at all of 
themſelves,but wholly from theSpiritofChriſt. And that 
chey may be inabled thereunto, beſides rhe graces they 
have already received, there is required an actuall in- 
fluence of the ſame holy Spirit, ro work in them to will 
and to doe, of his good pleaſure: yet are they not here- 
upon to grow negligent, as if they were not bound to 
perform any duty (unleffe, upon a ſpecialt motion 
of the Spirit :) but, they ought ro bediligentia ſtirring up 
the grace of God that is inthem. Le, 

&. They whozinrheir obedience,attain to the. greateſt 
height,which is poſble'in this life.are ſo farre from be- 
ng able to ſuperecrogate, and to doe more than God re- 
quires,as that they fall ſhort of much which in duty they 
Ixe bound to doe. C7 

5» Wecannot, by our beſt Works, merit pardon of 
fin, 
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fin, or eternall life at the hand of God, by reaſon of the 
great diſproportion that is between them and the glory 
ro come ; and.the infinite diſtance that is between us and 
- God, whom,by them, we can neither profit,nor ſatisfic 
for the debt of our former fins, but,wheg we have done 
all we can, we have done but our duty, and are unprofi- 
rable ſervants : and, becaulc, as they are good,they pro- 
ceed from his Spirit; and, as they are wrought by us, 
they are defiled, and mixed with ſo much weakneſſe and 
imperfection, that they cannot endure the ſeverty of 
Gods judgement. . | 
6. Notwithſtanding, the perſons of Beleevers being 
accepted through Chriſt, their good workes alle are 
accepted in him, not as though they were in this life 
wholy vnblameable and unreproveable in Gods fight; 
bur thar, he looking upon them in his Son, is pleaſed to 
Accept, and reward that which is fincere, although ac- 
companied with many weakneiles and imperteQions. 
. #7. Works done by unregenerate men, although, for 
the matter of them, they may be things which God 
commands, and. of good uſe both to themſelves;and 0- 
thers yet, becauſe they proceed not from an heart puri-. 
fied by faith, nor are done ina right manner, according 
to the Word; nor,to a right end,the g{ory of God,they 
aretherefore {infull, and cannot pleaſe God, or make & 
man meet to receive grace from God: and yet,their neg- 
le& ofthem is more finfull,and diſpleaſing unto God, 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Of the Perſe yerance of the Saints. 


1 Hh v hoon God hath accepted in his Beloved,ef- 
fecualldy called, and ſan&ified by his Spirit, can 
neither totally, nor finally, fall away from the ſtate of 
Grace, but (hall certainly perfeveretherein to the end,and 
be eternally faved. 

2. The Perſeverance of the Saints depends not upon 
their own free-will, but upon the immurability of the 
Decree of Ele&tion, flowing from the free and un- 
changeable love of God the Father; upon the efficacy of 
the merit and interceſſion of Feſus Chriſt, the abiding of 
the Spirit, and of the ſeed of God within them, and the . 
nature ofthe Covenant of Grace:from all which, ariſeth 
alſothe certatnty,and infallibiliry thereof. | 

3. Neverthelcfle, they may, through the temprartions 
of Satan and of the World.the prevaleney of corruption 
remaining in them, and the negled of the nfeans of their 
preſervation,fall into grievous fins; and,for a time, con- 
tinuetherein ; whereby they incurre Gods diſpleafure, 
and grieve his holy Spirit, cometo be deprived of ſome 
meaſure of their graces andcomforts, have their hearts 
hardned and their conſciences wounded , hutrt,and ſcan- 
dalize others, and bring temporall judgements upon 
themſelves. | | ; Fes 


hs 


——————————..————_ —— 


CHAP. XVIIL 
Of the aſſurance of Grace and Salvation: 
 Erhough hypocrites. and other unregenerate men. 


.may vainly deceive themſelves with falſe hopes. 
and 


— 
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and carnall prefumptions of being in the favour of God 


and eſtate of falvation(which hope of theirs ſhall periſh; 


yer, ſuch ss truly beleeye in the Lord Jeſus, and love 
him in fincerity, endeavouring to walk inall good con- 
icience before him, tnay,in this life, be certajnly aflured 
that they are inthe ſtate of grace, and may rejoyce in the 
hope ofthe glory of God, which hope ſhallnever' make 


them aſhamed. | 1 
2. This certainty 1s not a bareconjeQurall and pro- 
bable perſwafion grounded upon a fallible hope; but,an 
infallible aſſurance of fairh founded upon the divine * 
truth of the promiſes of ſalvation, the inward evidence 
of thoſe graces unto which thele promiſes are made, the 
teſtimony of the Spirit of Adoption witnefling with our 
ſpirits that we are the children of God, which Spirit is 
theearneſt of our inheritance, whereby we are ſealed to 
the day of redemption. Re Sd ©. 
3- This.infallible aſſurance doth nort-ſo belong tothe 
eſſence of faith, but that a true beleever may wait long, 
and conflict with many difficulties before he be partaker 
of it:yet, being enabled by the Spirit to know the things 
which are freely given him of God, he may, without: 
extraordinary revelation, in the right ufe of ordinary 
means, attainthereunto. And therefore it is the duty of 
every.one, to give all diligence to make his calling and 


_ eletion ſure, thatthereby his heart may beinlarged in 


peace and joy inthe holy Ghoſt, in love and rhankfull- 


. neſſeto God, and in ſtrength and chearbullneſle in the 


duties of ebedience, the proper fruits of this aſſurance 
ſo farre is it, from inclining mento looſenefle. 

4. True beleevers may have the affurance of their ſal; 
vation divers wayes ſhaken, diwiniſhed,and intermitred; 


as, by. negligence in preſerving of it, by falling into 
| D. 3 ſome: 


% 


(39) 
ſome ſpeciall fin, which woundeth the conſcience, and 
erieveththe ſpirit ; by,ſome ſodain,orvehemenecempra- 
tion,by-Gods withdrawing the light of his countenance, 
and ſuffering even ſuch as fear him to walk in darkneſſe 
and to hayeno light : yet are they never utterly deſtitute 
.of thar ſeed of God, and life of taith,that love of Chriſt 
andthe brethren,thar fincericy of heart, and-conſcience 
of duty,out of which, by the operation of the Spirit, this 
Aſſurance may,in duetimegbe revived and by the which, 
in che mean time, they are ſupported from utter deſpair. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Of the Law of God, 


—_ — o—_ A 


I. (39 D gave to Adam a Law, as a Covenant of 
 'AIWorks,by which he bound him and all his poſte- 


rity to perſonall,entire, exa&, and perpetuall obedience, 


promiſed life upon the fullfilling, and threatned death 
upon the breach of it,: and indued him with power and 
ability to keep it. | | Nl 

2. This Law, after his fall, continued to bea perfe&t 
rule of righteouſneſle, and, as ſuch, was delivered by 
God upon Mount Sinai, in. ten Commandments, and 


written in two Tables: the four firſt Commandments 


containing ourduty towards God ; and the other ſix,our - 


duty to man. | 
3. Beſide this Law, commonly called Moral, God 


was pleaſed to give to the people of Iſrael, as a Church 

tinder age, Ceremoniall Laws containing ſeveralltypi- 

cal Ordinances, partly of PRO. prefiguring Chriſt, 

his graces, ations, ſufferings,and benefits ; and partly, 
VS . 

holding 
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holding forth divers inſtructions of morall duties. Alt 
which Ceremonialt Lawsare now abrogated, under the: 
rar Teſtament. 2127 199522 21g id Io 3nn%h! IS 

4. Tothem alſo, as a Body Politique,he gave ſundry 
judiciall Laws,which expired together wirt the State of 
that People ; not obliging any.other now, / further than, 
the generallequity thereof may require: © .. © 

5. The Morall Law doth tor ever bindeall, as well 
juſtified perſons as others,to the obedience thereof; and 
chat,not only in regard of che matter contained in it, but 
alſo in reſpe& of the authority of God the Creatour, 
who gave it, Neither doth Chriſt,in the Goſpel,any way 
diſfolve,but much ſtrengthen this obligation. - 

6. Although true Beleevers be nor under the Law, 
as 2 Covenant of Works,to be thereby juſtified,or con- 
demned ; yer, is it of great utero them, as well asto o- 
thers;in thar, as a Ruſle of life informingthem of the will 
of God, and their duty, it directs, and bindesthem to 
walke accordingly ; difcovering alſo the finfull pollu- 
tions of their nature, hearts,and lives , ſo as, examining 
themſelves thereby, they may come to further convi- 
ion of, humiliation for,and hatred againſt fin,together 
with acleerer ſight of the need they have of Chriſt, and 
the perfe&tion of his obedience, Ir is likewiſe of uſe to 
the Regenerate, rQ reſtrain their corrmptions, in that it 
forbids ſin : and, the threatnings of it ſerve to ſhew, 
whar, eventhcir ſins,deſerve.z and, what affiitions, in 
this life,they may expect for them, although freed from 
the curſe thereof threatned in the Law. The Promi- 
ſes of it, in like manner, ſhew them Gods approbation 
of obedience, and what bleflings they may expe upon: 
the performance of them ; although,not as due to them 
by the Law, as a Covenant of Works. So as, a mans. 

doing. 
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63) 
doing good, and refraining from evil, becauſe the Law 
encouragerh to the one, and deterreth from rhe other, 
is no evidence of his being under the Law, and, not 
under grace. | 
7. Neither are the forementioned Uſes of the Law 
contrary to the .grace of the Goſpel, but do ſweetly 
yy with it ; the Spirit of Chriſt ſubduing, and 
' 4nabling the will of man, to do that, freely and 
chearfully,which the will of God,revealed 
inthe Law. -requireth to be done. 
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